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Item 

:  Unit 

Month 

or 
date 

'  Average ' 

:  1963-67; 

1968 

:  1969 

Month 

or  : 
date  : 

Average ' 

1963-67; 

1968  i 

1969  : 

1970 

:      Mil.  eggs 

Nov. 

5,365 

5,531 

5,592 

Dec. 

5,623 

5,70l» 

5,851 

Average  number  of 

:  Mil. 

Nov. 

311*.1* 

317.7 

318.9 

Dec. 

316.6 

317.5 

322.1 

Rate  of  lay  per  layer  .  .  . 

Eggs 

Nov. 

17.1 

17. •* 

17.5 

Dec. 

17.8 

18.0 

18.2 

Frozen  egg  production  .  .  . 

:      Mil.  lb. 

Nov. 

19.6 

20.9 

20.7 

Dec. 

20.9 

18.9 

23.5 

Dried  egg  production  .  .  . 

:      Mil.  lb. 

Nov. 

2.8 

3.2 

3.2 

Dec. 

2.8 

2.3 

i*.o 

Prices  received  by 

farmers  

Ct.  per  doz. 

See. 

36.6 

1*2.2 

5"*.6 

Jan. 

36.6 

31.8 

1*3.0 

53.1 

Retail  price  (BLS)   

:  Ct.  per  doz. 

Nov. 

55.7 

56.9 

67.8 

•  Dec. 

57.1 

62.2 

77.9 

Price  paid  for 

laying  feed  1/   

:  Dol.  per  ton 

Dec. 

Sh.k 

79.0 

81.0 

Jan.  1/ 

85.2 

81.0 

80.0 

82.0 

Egg-feed  price  ratio  1/  .  . 

Ratio 

Dec. 

8.7 

10.7 

13.5 

Jan.  1/ 

8.5 

7.7 

10.8 

13.0 

Stocks : 

!  Thous.  cases 
Mil.  lb. 

Dec. 
Dec. 

102 
67.1 

91 
82.1* 

61* 
1*9.6 

! 

Jan. 
Jan. 

72 
52.1* 

86 
89.5 

59 
71.9 

50 
1*2.6 

Replacement  chicks 

Mil. 

Nov. 

27.5 

35.8 

3^.7 

Dec. 

27.5 

3H.0 

38.6 

39.6 

Price  at  farm  liveveight 

Broilers   

Farm  chickens   

All  chickens   

Turkeys   

Ct.  per  lb. 
Ct.  per  lb. 
Ct.  per  lb. 
Ct.  per  lb. 

Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 

13.1 
8.9 
12.5 
22.5 

13.5 
9.1 
12.9 
21.1 

13.5 
10.8 
13.2 
25.6 

Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 

ll*.7 
9.5 
ll*.l 
22.5 

13. u 

7.1* 
12.6 
18.1* 

li».3 
9.2 
13.7 
20.1* 

1H.8 

10.8 
2l».8 

9-city  weight  average 
wholesale  broiler  price 
ready-to-cook  .... 

Ct.  per  lb. 

Dec. 

25.7 

26. 1* 

Jan. 

25.6 

27.1 

28.56 

Retail  price  of 
broilers  in  Urban 

Areas,  (BLS)   

Ct.  per  lb. 

Nov. 

38.3 

39.2 

1*2.8 

Dec. 

38.1* 

39.2 

1*2.1 

Stocks : 

Total  poultry  

Mil.  lb. 
Mil.  lb. 
Mil.  lb. 

Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 

29.6 
316.5 
1*62.0 

18.3 
385.7 
1*86.2 

21.8 
283.8 
390.3 

Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 

30.6 
219.1 
361.3 

1*1.3 
366.9 
51*0.3 

20.8 
317.1 
1*17.3 

23.5 

202. 9 
313.8 

Broiler-feed  price  1/    .  . 

Dol.  per  ton 

Dec. 

92 

00 

91 

Jan.  1/ 

-2 

90 

88 

93 

Broiler-feed  price 

Ratio 

Dec. 

2.9 

3.1 

3.0 

Jan.  1/ 

3.2 

3.0 

3.2 

3.2 

Turkey-feed  price  1/  .  .  . 

Dol.  per  ton 

Dec. 

89 

86 

91' 

Jan.  1/ 

90 

87 

87 

93 

Turkey-feed  price 

Ratio 

Dec. 

5.0 

U.9 

5.6 

Jan.  1/ 

5.0 

l*.3 

1..7 

5.3 

Placement  of 

broiler  chicks  in 

Mil. 

Dec. 

43.2 

1*8.9 

55.3 

! 

Jan. 

U2.3 

1*9.3 

50.3 

58.0 

1/  Prior  to  January  1968,  laying  feed  prices  were  in  100  pound  uaits,  but  since  January  1968,  prices  reflect  tonnage  sold 
in  bulk,  sacked  and  at  quantity  price  discounts. 
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SUMMARY 

A  moderate  increase  in  egg  production  and 
a  substantial  increase  in  broiler  output,  over 
year-earlier  levels,  are  in  prospect  for  the  first 
half  of  1970. 

Egg  production  in  1970  will  likely  continue 
moderately  above  1969,  with  first  half  output 
up  about  3  percent.  The  laying  flock  on  January  1 
was  up  3  percent  and  is  expected  to  continue 
larger  throughout  the  year.  For  laying  flock 
replacements  during  the  first  half  of  1970,  the 
hatch  of  egg-type  chicks  was  up  3  percent 
Moreover,  more  pullets  and  fewer  hens  in  the 
laying  flock  indicate  a  younger  and  more  pro- 
ductive flock  well  into  1970.  The  rate  of  lay  on 
January  1  was  up  1  percent. 

Egg  production  will  likely  continue  larger 
in  the  second  half  of  1970.  The  increase  will 
largely  depend  on  the  size  of  the  egg-type  chick 
hatch  in  the  first  half  of  1970.  In  December  the 
hatch  was  up  14  percent  from  a  year  earlier, 
and  reports  from  leading  States  indicate  a 
substantial  further  increase  in  the  first  few 
weeks  of  1970. 

Egg  prices  at  the  farm  during  the  first 
half  of  1970  are  expected  to  average  well 
above  the  36.5  cents  a  dozen  a  year  earlier 
despite  larger  production.  Much  of  the  larger 
production  will  go  for  expanded  hatchery  re- 
quirements and  an  increase  demand  for  eggs 
for  breaking.  Further  advances  in  consumer 
incomes  and  high  prices  for  red  meats  will 
help  bolster  shell  egg  prices.  Egg  prices  at 
the  farm  averaged  53  cents  per  dozen  in 
January,  nearly  one-fourth  above  a  year  earlier. 
Prices  are  expected  to  decline  seasonally  in 
the  spring  but  likely  will  remain  above  year- 
earlier  levels. 

If  larger  additions  to  the  laying  flock  are 
made  in  the  second  half  than  a  year  earlier, 
and  if  culling  of  old  flocks  is  normal,  egg 
prices   will   likely   move  below  1969  levels. 

Substantially  larger  broiler  production  is 
probable  for  this  year,  as  producers  respond 
to  the  improved  broiler  prices.  Broiler  meat 
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output  in  the  last  quarter  of  1969 was  11  percent 
above  a  year  earlier.  Based  on  chick  placements, 
broiler  marketings  in  January-March  may  be 
up  about  13  percent.  Broiler  supplies  probably 
will  continue  significantly  larger  than  a  year 
earlier,  although  increases  are  expected  to 
narrow  later  in  1970. 

Increases  in  the  broiler  supply  during 
1970  may  be  sufficient  to  push  average  prices 
below  a  year  earlier.  However,  continued  strong 
consumer  demand  for  meats,  and  little  change 
in  red  meat  supplies  until  later  in  1970,  will 
help  to  bolster  the  demand  for  poultry.  Broiler 
prices  (wholesale  ready-to-cook  in  9  cities) 
in  October-December  1969  averaged  27.5  cents 
per  pound,  about  2  cents  above  a  year  earlier. 
Prices  increased  from  the  seasonal  lows  of 
the  fourth  quarter  1969  and  averaged  28.6  cents 
a  pound  during  January— about  1  cent  above 
a  year  earlier.  Spring  prices  are  expected  to 
average  below  the  spring  of  1969.  Prices  in 
the  second  half  of  1970  may  continue  below  the 
high  year-earlier  levels. 

Turkey  production  during  1970  is  expected 
to  increase  moderately  from  levels  of  the  past 


2  years.  Turkey  prices  to  producers  reached 
favorable  levels  in  the  main  marketing  season 
last  falL  Although  fewer  turkey  poults  were 
hatched  during  September-November  1969,  the 
hatch  in  December  was  up  29  percent.  Weekly 
reports  for  10  States  during  January  indicate 
about  a  30  percent  increase  in  poults  hatched. 
Also,  eggs  in  incubators  in  those  States  in  early 
February  were  9  percent  above  a  year  earlier. 
But  the  size  of  the  1970  turkey  crop  will  depend 
largely  on  poult  production  during  the  seasonally 
heavy  March-July  period.  These  months  usually 
account  for  around  three-fourths  of  poult  pro- 
duction. Turkey  growers  on  January  1  reported 
plans  to  raise  5  percent  more  turkeys  in  1970. 

Turkey  prices  to  producers  in  the  first 
half  of  1970  may  decline  seasonally  but  remain 
above  year-earlier  levels.  Although  production 
is  expected  to  be  up  in  the  first  half,  turkey 
meat  supplies  probably  will  be  down  because 
of  sharply  reduced  beginning  stocks.  If  the  ex- 
pected main-season  increase  in  production 
materializes,  prices  may  drop  below  a  year 
earlier  in  the  second  half  of  1970. 


SITUATION  AND  OUTLOOK 


EGGS 

Recent  Development  and  Outlook 

Production— Egg  production  for  1969  total- 
ed 191  million  cases,  down  slightly  from  the 

192.6  million  in  1968.  Output,  below  a  year 
earlier  in  the  first  half,  was  1  percent  above 
in  the  second  half.  Output  in  December  was 
up  nearly  3  percent. 

Smaller  output  in  1969  resulted  primarily 
from  a  smaller  laying  flock  during  the  first 
half  of  the  year  and  a  lower  rate  of  lay  in  early 
1969.  The  size  of  the  laying  flock  on  January  1, 
1969,  was  down  4  percent  but  trended  upward 
and  exceeded  year-earlier  levels  in  the  last 
quarter  of  1969. 

Hens   and  pullets  of  laying  age  totaled 

325.7  million  as  1970  began— up  3  percent 
from  a  year  earlier.  Also,  there  were  5  percent 
more  pullets  3  months  old  and  older  not  yet 
laying.  The  laying  flock  was  larger  in  all 
regions  except  the  West.  The  South  Atlantic 


Layers  on  farms  and  eggs  produced 


:   Number  :      Eggs    :  Eggs 
Calendar       :   of  layers  ;  per  layer  ;  produced 
quarter        :  196g  :  1969  : 196g :  1969  :  196g :  1969 


:  _ .  Mil.  . .  _  .  No.  -  _  .  -  Mil,  cs.  -  _ 

I  :  324    315    54.9    54.0   49.3  47.2 

II  :  312    310     56.9    57.2    49.4  49.2 

III  :  308    308  54.7   55.0  46.8  47.0 

IV  :  317    319     53.4   53.9    47.1  47.7 
Annual  :  315    313  219.9  220.1  192.6  191.1 


area — accounting  for  over  a  fifth  of  the  total 
laying  flock — showed  gains  of  nearly  10  per- 
cent above  a  year  earlier.  The  rate  of  lay  on 
January  1  was  also  up  over  1  percent. 

The  larger  laying  flock  and  expected 
higher  rate  of  lay  likely  will  result  in  around 
a  3  percent  rise  in  egg  output  in  the  first 
half  of  1970. 
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Hens  and  pullets  on  farms  January  1 


Area 

Hens  &  pullets 
of  laying  age 

Pullets  3  months 
old  and  older  not 
:      yet  laying 

1968: 

1969  : 

1970 

1968: 

: 

1969  : 
: 

1970 

- 

-  Millions  - 

- 

North  Atlantic  ! 

45.9 

45.0 

45.3 

5.0 

5.3 

5.1 

E.N.  Central  j 

45.2 

42.5 

43.0 

6.0 

6.0 

6.3 

W   N   Central  ' 

*  V  s          ,    V_-i—  I'll     1  1  l 

50.4 

45.0 

46.0 

3.7 

3.3 

4.1 

South  Atlantic  : 

63.6 

64.1 

70.1 

10.4 

12.2 

12.6 

South  Central  ; 

70.7 

67.5 

69.7 

11.4 

11.8 

12.5 

Western  : 

52.6 

51.0 

50.7 

8.2 

7.8 

8.1 

Total  1/ 

329.3 

316.2 

325.7 

44.8 

46.6 

48.8 

1/  Includes  Hawaii  and  Alaska. 


The  size  of  the  laying  flock  and  egg  pro- 
duction in  the  second  half  of  1970  particularly 
towards  the  end  of  the  year,  depends  on  the 
chick  hatch  during  January-June  1970.  Mean- 
while, the  July-December  1969  egg-type  chick 
hatch  for  replacements  in  laying  flocks  during 
the  first  half  of  1970  averaged  about  3  percent 
above  the  previous  year.  Thus,  with  near  normal 
culling,  the  laying  flock  is  expected  to  remain 
above  1969  levels  at  least  through  the  first 
half  of  1970. 

Early  indications  of  the  1970  hatch  are 
up  so  sharply  that  they  are  unlikely  to  be 
sustained.  Egg-type  chicken  eggs  in  incubators 
on  January  1,  1970,  were  up  27  percent  from 
the  previous  January  1.  Also,  the  egg-type 
chick  hatch  in  California,  Georgia,  Illinois 
and  Washington  during  January  was  over  25 
percent  above  January  1969.  Eggs  in  incubators 
in  those  states  in  early  February  were  12 
percent  above  a  year  earlier. 

Prices— Mid-month  prices  received  by 
producers  for  eggs  during  1969  averaged  39.6 
cents  a  dozen,  up  nearly  6  cents  from  1968. 
Prices  in  the  first  quarter  averaged  nearly 
10  cents  a  dozen  above  a  year  earlier  and 
in  the  second  quarter  averaged  about  4  cents 
above.  In  the  third  quarter  with  seasonally 
smaller  output,  markets  strengthened  and  prices 
averaged  slightly  above  a  year  earlier.  Al- 
though production  was  up  slightly  in  the  fourth 
quarter,  prices  were  up  more  than  8  cents, 
averaging  54.6  cents  a  dozen  in  mid-December— 
the  highest  for  that  date  since  1950. 


Wholesale  prices  for  Grade  A  large  eggs 
in  Chicago  increased  sharply  from  mid-October 
and  reached  a  high  of  65  cents  a  dozen  in 
December.  Prices  during  the  last  quarter  of 

1969  averaged  57  cents  a  dozen — 12  cents 
above  a  year  earlier. 

Prices  received  by  producers  in  January 

1970  averaged  53  cents  a  dozen,  down  1.5 
cents  from  December.  But  they  averaged  10 
cents  above  January  1969.  Although  declining 
seasonally,  prices  for  the  first  half  of  1970 
likely  will  remain  above  a  year  earlier.  Prices 
in  the  last  half  of  1970  will  largely  be  deter- 
mined by  the  size  of  the  laying  flock.  If  pro- 
ducers increase  output  in  the  second  half, 
as  seems  likely  based  on  hatchery  activity, 
prices  probably  will  move  below  a  year  earlier. 


Shell  egg  prices 


Calendar 
quarter 

Received  \ 
by  producer 

Chicago 
wholesale  1/ 
Large    :  Medium 

1968 ;  1969 ; 

1968;  1969;  1968  ;1969 

Cents  per  dozen 

1 

30.9  40.4 

33.1    45.6   28.2  40.0 

II 

28.9  32.7 

31.4   35.8    27.2  29.6 

III 

36.7  37.7 

44.3    45.9    36.2  37.3 

IV 

34.0  39.6 

38.5   46.1    33.5  40.1 

1/ Chicago,  weighted  average  price,  delivered,  White, 
80  percent  Grade  A. 


Production  Costs— The  cost  of  producing 
eggs  during  1969  was  slightly  above  1968. 
Costs  rose  for  nearly  all  items  of  production. 
The  index  of  prices  paid  by  farmers  for  pro- 
duction items  (including  feed),  interest,  taxes, 
and  wage  rates  rose  to  132  in  December  1969 
(1957-59-100)— up  from  127  a  year  earlier. 
Feed  and  pullet  costs  accounting  for  probably 
three-fourths  of  the  cost  of  egg  production, 
dis  not  share  this  sharp  price  rise.  The  cost 
of  laying  feed  in  1969  averaged  $80  a  ton, 
only  slightly  above  1968.  First  half  1969  feed 
prices  were  below  a  year  earlier  but  second 
half  prices  were  above.  Started  pullets  aver- 
aged $1.68  each,  about  the  same  as  a  year 
earlier. 

The  cost  of  producing  eggs  during  1970 
may  increase.  Most  feed  ingredients,  pullet 
chicks  and  started  pullets,  wages,  and  other 
production  items  likely  will  cost  more  in 
1970. 
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Utilization— Slightly  smaller  egg  produc- 
tion resulted  in  reduced  egg  consumption  and 
sharply  higher  prices  in  1969.  U.S.  civilian  con- 
sumption of  eggs  during  1969  declined  about  1 
percent  from  1968.  On  a  per  capita  basis,  con- 
sumption of  shell  eggs  declined  nearly  2  percent 
and  processed  eggs  fell  about  3  percent  Only 
slightly  fewer  shell  eggs  were  used  for  liquid 
egg  production  during  1969,  although  first  half 
output  was  off  18  percent.  Apparently  egg 
breakers  held  down  production  in  early  1969 
expecting  increased  production  and  lower  prices 
later  in  the  year.  Stocks  of  processed  eggs  fell 
sharply  after  midyear  and  breakers  entered  the 
shell  egg  markets  for  breaking  eggs  to  fill 
customer  orders.  In  the  last  half  of  1969 
breakers  took  6  percent  more  eggs  than  in 
the  last  half  of  1968.  Use  by  breakers  in  1969 
totaled  16.2  million  cases,  8.4  percent  of  total 
egg  production.  This  compares  with  17.1  mil- 
lion cases  and  8.8  percent  in  1968. 

Egg  breakers  likely  will  use  more  eggs 
in  1970.  The  increase  will  reflect  a  growing 
demand  for  liquid  eggs  for  immediate  con- 
sumption and  an  increased  level  of  breaking 
to  rebuild  operating  stocks  of  frozen  and  dried 
egg  products.  January  1  stocks  of  frozen  eggs 
were  the  shell  equivalent  of  1. 1  million  cases- 
down  40  percent  from  a  year  earlier. 

Substantially  more  eggs  were  used  for 
hatching  in  1969,  as  production  of  both  egg- 
type  and  broiler  type  chicks  expanded.  Use  for 
hatching  in  1969  totaled  13.1  million  cases— 
6.9  percent  of  total  egg  production,  compared 
with  12.1  and  6.3  in  1968. 

Use  of  eggs  for  hatchings  likely  will  in- 
crease again  in  1970.  Both  broiler  and  egg-type 
chick  hatchings  are  expected  to  be  substantially 
above  1969.  The  share  of  total  egg  production 
used  for  hatching  has  continued  to  increase 
because  of  greater  broiler  output. 

Reflecting  increased  domestic  prices,  ex- 
ports of  shell  eggs  and  egg  products  fell  sharply 
in  1969.  Shell  egg  exports  for  market  use 
declined  a  third  from  the  previous  year,  although 
eggs  for  hatching  purposes  were  up  about  3 
percent.  Exports  take  a  very  small  proportion 
of  production— accounting  for  less  than  one-half 
of  1  percent  in  recent  years. 

Egg  imports,  aiso  a  minor  factor  in  total 
supply,  were  down  in  1969.  Because  of  higher 
egg  prices  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year, 
imports  of  shell  egg  picked  up  in  the  closing 
weeks. 


USDA  purchased  15  million  pounds  of 
scrambled  egg  mix  at  a  cost  of  $13.3  million 
during  1969  compared  with  16.7  million  pounds 
and  $18  million  for  1968.  The  1969  purchases 
were  equivalent  to  22.5  million  dozen  shell 
eggs. 

Military  purchases  of  eggs  and  egg  pro- 
ducts during  January-October  1969  were  22 
percent  below  a  year  earlier. 


BROILERS 

Review  of  1969  and  Outlook  for  1970 

Production— Broiler  production  during 
1969  was  substantially  above  a  year  earlier. 
Output  of  young  chicken  meat  (mostly  broiler) 
in  Federally  inspected  processing  plants  during 
1969  rose  9  percent  to  a  total  of  6.5  billion 
pounds,  ready-to-cook  weight.  Over  2.5  billion 
birds  were  marketed  through  these  plants  in 
1969,  up  8  percent.  They  averaged  a  record 
3.6  pounds  each,  over  1  percent  above  the 
previous  year.  Average  weight  has  trended 
upward  about  1  percent  a  year  in  the  last 
decade. 

Broilers  slaughtered  in  Federally  inspected  plants 


Calendar 
quarters 


I 

II 
III 

IV 


Annual 


Number 
inspected 


1968- 1969 


Average 
liveweight 


1968  •  1969 


Certified  as 
wholesome 
( ready-  to- 
cook-  weights) 


1968  •  1969 


.-Mil.—  -  -  Lb.       .-Mil,  lb.,.. 

542    573  3.54    3.60  1,362  1,469 

597    645  3.54    3.57  1,514  1,670 

634    670  3.52   3.57  1,601  1,720 

563    619  3.63   3.67  1,462  1,625 

2,336  2,516  3.56   3.60  5,939  6,484 


The  broiler  hatchery  supply  flock  continues 
to  expand.  With  the  number  of  pullets  placed 
quarterly  running  above  year-earlier  levels 
since  the  second  quarter  of  1968,  the  hatchery 
supply  flock  could  support  a  substantial  increase 
in  broiler  production  this  year. 

In  response  to  favorable  broiler  prices 
during  the  past  year,  producers  during  1970 
will  likely  continue  to  increase  production. 
The  historical  relationships  between  the  ratio 
of  feed  and  chick  costs  to  broiler  prices  and 
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changes  in  production  of  broilers  in  the  follow- 
ing year  would  suggest  an  increase  of  around 
10  percent  this  year.  (See  figure  1).  Based  on 
broiler  chick  placements,  supplies  for  January- 
March  will  average  around  13  percent  above 
those  months  of  1969.  Output  likely  will  continue 
above  year-earlier  levels  through  all  of  1970; 
although  the  margin  may  narrow  during  the  year. 

Prices — Unusually  strong  consumer  de- 
mand for  meat  kept  broiler  prices  during  1969 
above  year-earlier  levels  despite  the  9  percent 
increase  in  broiler  meat  production  and  con- 
tinued large  supplies  of  red  meats.  Wholesale 
prices  of  ready-to-cook  broilers  in  9  cities  aver- 
aged 29  cents  per  pound  in  1969  compared  with 
27  cents  in  1968.  Broiler  prices  in  early  1970 
continued  relatively  strong,  but  the  difference 
narrowed  and  in  February  fell  below  a  year 
earlier.  For  the  first  half  of  the  year  prices 
are  expected  to  average  near  the  year-earlier 
level  of  28.8  cents  a  pound.  Continued  record 
large  supplies  of  broilers  during  the  second 
half  of  1970,  combined  with  some  expected 
increase  in  supplies  of  red  meats,  may  reduce 
broiler  prices  moderately  from  those  in  the 
second  half  of  1969. 


Broiler  prices 


Calendar 
quarters 

Received 

by  producers 

:  9- city  weighted 
:  average  (ready- 
:       to- cook) 

1968 

;  1969 

\  1968 

I  1969 

Cents  per  pound 

I 

14.3 

14.9 

27.3 

28.2 

II  : 

14.6 

14.9 

27.6 

29.6 

III 

14.8 

16.5 

28.2 

31.0 

IV 

13.2 

14.1 

25.5 

27.5 

Annual 

14.2 

15.1 

27.2 

29.1 

Broiler  production  costs  in  1969  were  up 
from  1968  and  will  likely  increase  moderately 
again  in  1970.  Prices  of  broiler  feed  probably 
will  average  slightly  higher  and  the  cost  of 
broiler  type  chicks,  up  in  recent  months,  may 
continue  upward.  The  cost  of  other  production 
items— wages,  interest  and  equipment— likely 
will  increase,  but  at  a  slower  rate  than  in 
1969. 

Utilization—Consumption  of  broiler  meat, 
stimulated   by   strong  consumer  demand  and 


relatively  high  prices  for  other  meats,  in- 
creased substantially  in  1969  despite  higher 
prices.  Per  capita  consumption  of  broiler  meat, 
at  a  record  35.3  pounds,  was  2.5  pounds  above 
1968.  In  addition,  there  was  an  estimated  per 
capita  use  of  about  4  pounds  of  other  chicken 
meat. 

Exports  of  young  chicken  and  chicken  parts 
(mostly  broilers)  during  1969  totaled  83.9 million 
pounds,  ready-to-cook  weight,  about  the  same  as 
in  1968.  Exports  of  whole  young  chicken  totaled 
22.5  million  pounds,  6  percent  above  1968  and 
accounted  for  27  percent  of  the  total.  This  in- 
crease was  offset  by  a  5  percent  decline  in 
chicken  parts  exported.  The  increase  in  exports 
of  whole  young  chickens  resulted  from  USDA's 
export  payment  program.  During  1969,  contracts 
were  signed  for  the  export  of  13.4  million  pounds 
of  whole  broilers  to  be  shipped  to  Switzerland 
at  a  subsidy  cost  of  $2.3  million.  This  compares 
with  8.3  million  pounds  at  a  cost  of  $1.4  million 
in  1968. 

USDA's  1969  purchases  of  broiler  meat 
for  the  school  lunch  program  totaled  43.2 
million  pounds  at  a  cost  of  $14.9  million. 
Purchases  under  this  program  in  1968  totaled 
35.1  million  pounds  at  a  cost  of  $10,7  million. 
In  addition,  USDA  purchased  a  ready-to-cook 
equivalent  of  4.1  million  pounds  of  canned 
boned  chicken,  at  a  cost  of  $1.6  million,  for 
distribution  to  needy  families  in  1969. 

Military  purchases  of  young  chicken  in 
January-October  1969  totaled  67.5  million 
pounds,  down  21  percent  from  1968.  Much  of 
this  decline  can  be  accounted  for  by  the  change 
in  purchases  from  whole  birds  to  cut-up  birds 
without  necks,  backs,  and  giblets. 


TURKEYS 

Current  Situation  and  Outlook  for  1970 


Production — The  106.4  million  turkeys 
raised  in  1969  numbered  about  the  same  as 
in  1968.  The  number  of  heavy  breed  turkeys 
increased  2  million  but  this  was  offset  by 
fewer  of  the  light  breeds.  The  number  of 
turkeys  (excluding  fryers)  on  farms  January  1 
was  up  1  percent  and  turkey  breeder  hens 
was  up  3  percent  from  a  year  earlier.  Turkey 
meat  output,  ready-to-cook  weights,  in  Federally 
inspected  processing  plants  during  1969  totaled 
1.4  billion  pounds,  down  nearly  2  percent  from 
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1968.  The  number  slaughtered  was  down  more 
than  2  percent  but  average  liveweight  at  18.95 
pounds  was  up  1  percent. 


Turkeys  slaughtered  in  Federally  inspected  plants 


: 

:  Certified  as 

Number 

:  Average 

:  wholesome 

Calendar 

inspected 

:  liveweight 

:  (ready- to- 

quarters  : 

:  cook- weight) 

1968  : 1969 

;  1968;  19  69 

;  1968  :  1969 

-  -  Mil.  -  - 

-  Lb. 

-  -  Mil.  lb.  -  . 

I 

7.7  6.6 

15.8  16.4 

98.9  87.3 

11 

10.4  11.2 

16.2  16.1 

134.4  145.4 

III 

37.2  38.3 

18.0  18.2 

537.5  556.5 

IV 

42.1  39.3 

20.5  20.7 

684.8  643.5 

Annual 

97.4  95.4 

18.8    19.0  1,455.5  1,432.8 

Turkey  production  during  1970  may  in- 
crease moderately.  Factors  indicative  of  higher 
production  for  1970  are  (1)  higher  turkey  feed- 
price  ratios  in  1969,  (2)  the  sharp  increase 
from  year-earlier  levels  in  number  of  poults 
hatched  and  eggs  in  incubators  in  recent  weeks, 
and  (3)  producers'  January  1  intentions  to  in- 
crease outpuL 

Substantially  higher  1969  turkey  prices 
more  than  offset  higher  feed  costs,  resulting 
in  a  turkey  feed-price  ratio  of  4.8  compared 
with  4.5  for  1968.  The  historical  relationship 
between  the  ratio  of  feed  and  poult  costs  to 
turkey  prices  and  the  change  in  production  the 
following  year  suggests  a  5-10  percent  in- 
crease in  1970  turkey  production.  (See  figure  2). 

Cold  storage  turkey  stocks  on  January  1, 
1970,  totaled  203  million  pounds  down  36  per- 
cent from  a  year  earlier  and  45  percent  below 
the  high  level  of  January  1,  1968.  Large  cold 
storage  stocks  this  time  last  year  and  in  1968 
were  price  depressing. 

Turkey  poults  hatched  during  September- 
November  1969  were  below  year-earlier  levels. 
However,  poult  hatchings  in  December  rose  29 
percent,  and  the  weekly  turkey  hatch  report 
for  10  States  for  January  indicate  about  a  30 
percent  increase.  Also  eggs  in  incubators  in 
early  February  were  9  percent  above  a  year 
earlier.  However,  the  size  of  the  1970  crop 
relative   to  1969  will  depend  largely  on  the 


March-June  poult  production,  which  usually 
accounts  for  around  75  percent  of  the  year*  s 
outpuL 

Turkey  producers  indicated  plans  as  of 
January  1  to  raise  5  percent  more  turkeys  in 
1970  than  last  year.  They  plan  to  raise  5  per- 
cent more  heavy  breeds  and  1  percent  more 
light  breeds. 

The  stated  intentions  are  in  accord  with 
the  1970  USDA  Turkey  Marketing  Guide  which 
recommends  a  turkey  crop  of  about  111  million 
head,  5  percent  larger  than  the  1969  crop. 
The  guide  suggests  a  crop  of  this  size  should 
bring  an  average  farm  price  about  the  same 
as  in  1969.  But  the  expected  pattern  of  prices 
would  differ,  with  early  1970  prices  being 
above  a  year  earlier,  and  later  prices  a  little 
lower. 

Prices — Live  turkey  prices  averaged  21.3 
cents  a  pound  in  1969,  1  cent  above  1968. 
Prices  were  depressed  during  the  first  half 
of  1969  by  large  cold  storage  stocks.  Prices 
trended  upward  from  the  seasonal  low  of  19.6 
cents  for  February  to  25.6  cents  for  December. 
New  York  wholesale  ready-to-cook  prices  for 
young  hens,  8-16  pounds,  averaged  36.4  cents 
per  pound  in  1969 — ranging  from  30.3  cents  for 
March  to  45  cents  for  December. 

Live  turkey  prices  in  the  first  half  of 
1970  likely  will  decline  seasonally  from  the 
fourth  quarter  of  1969  but  average  well  above 
a  year  earlier.  Prices  in  the  second  half  of 
1970  may  average  lower.  Turkey  meat  supplies 
during  the  first  half  of  1970 — when  supplies  are 
seasonally  light — likely  will  fall  below  a  year 
earlier  because  of  smaller  beginning  stocks; 
slaughter  in  this  period  likely  will  be  higher. 
An  increase  in  turkey  production  in  excess 
of  5  percent  in  the  last  half  of  1970  likely 
would  result  in  prices  to  producers  moderately 
below  the  22.5  cents  a  pound  received  for  the 
last  half  of  1969.  Turkeys  will  face  strong 
competition  from  larger  broiler  supplies  this 
year  and  per  capita  red  meat  supplies  will 
likely  be  increasing  later  this  year.  However, 
rising  consumer  incomes  will  continue  to  lend 
support  to  prices  in  1970. 

Utilization — Turkey  consumption  for  1969 
was  slightly  above  1968.  Since  turkey  meat 
output  declined  slightly,  cold  storage  holdings 
were  drawn  upon,  resulting  in  a  115  million 
pound  reduction  in  cold  storage  stocks.  Per 
capita  consumption  was  around  8.2  pounds 
compared  with  7.9  pounds  for  1968.  Consump- 
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tion  of  cut-up  and  further  processed  turkey 
meat  increased  in  1969.  The  quantity  of  turkey 
further  processed  in  Federally  inspected 
slaughter  plants  was  29  percent  above  a  year 
earlier,  and  turkey  cut-up  was  20  percent 
higher.  The  quantity  of  further  processed  and 
cut-up  accounted  for  46  percent  of  total  pounds 
certified  in  1969,  compared  with  36  percent 
in  1968.  The  upward  trend  in  the  proportion 
of  the  turkey  output  going  into  further  pro- 
cessing and  cut-up  use  likely  will  continue 
in  1970. 

Exports  of  turkey  in  1969  dropped  12 
percent  from  1968.  Most  of  the  decline  was 
in  turkey  parts. 

Military  purchases  of  turkey  for  January- 
October  1969  were  about  38  percent  below  the 
same  months  of  1968. 


USDA  purchases  of  turkeys  in  1969  in- 
creased sharply  from  1968.  USDA  purchased 
an  equivalent  of  39  million  pounds  (ready-to- 
cook  basis )  of  canned  boned  turkey  for  dis- 
tribution to  needy  families  during  the  last 
quarter  of  1968  and  the  first  week  of  January 
1969.  Deliveries  of  nearly  all  of  these  purchases 
were  in  1969.  This  program  was  reinstated 
in  July  and  USDA  purchased  canned  boned  turkey, 
ready-to-cook  equivalent  of  84.7  million  pounds 
at  a  cost  of  $38  million  in  1969.  Purchase 
for  the  school  lunch  program  during  1969 
totaled  20.6  million  pounds  at  a  cost  of  $7.1 
million.  This  compares  with  44.6  million  pounds 
and  $14.9  million  for  1968. 


♦  #**♦*****♦ 
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FIGURE  1 


Tfeble    1. — Factors  related  to  change  in  annual  broiler  production,  1957-70 


Year 

Per  pound  of  live  weight  broiler  in  preceding  year 

Live  weight  broiler 
production  in 
current  year 

Feed 
required 

Costs  1/ 

Prices 

received 

Profit- 
ability 
ratio 

3/ 

Feed 

:  Chick 

;  s/ 

|  Feed 

jcalcu-] 
jlated  ; 

and  chick  \ 
Index  1957- ! 

59=100  ; 

Re-  ; 
ported  ' 

Index  1957- 
59=100 

Re-  ; 
ported  * 

Percentage 

change 
from  year 
earlier 

Lb. 

Ct. 

ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Mil.  lb. 

Pet. 

1957 

2.68 

13.3 

4.7 

17.9 

105 

19.6 

110 

1.05 

4,683 

10 

1958 

2.80 

13.7 

3.9 

17.6 

103 

18.9 

106 

1.03 

5,431 

16 

1959 

2.65 

13.2 

4.2 

17.3 

102 

18.5 

104 

1.02 

5,763 

6 

I960 

2.51 

12.2 

3.1 

15.3 

90 

16.1 

90 

1.00 

6,017 

4 

1961 

2.42 

11. 2 

3.7 

14.8 

ti7 

16.9 

95 

1.09 

6,832 

14 

1962 

2.52 

11.7 

3.1 

14.8 

87 

13.9 

78 

.90 

6,907 

1 

1963 

2.50 

11.7 

3.0 

1U.7 

t6 

15.2 

85 

.99 

7,276 

5 

1964 

2.1*9 

12.0 

3.0 

15.0 

88 

14.6 

82 

•93 

7,521 

3 

1965 

2.36 

11.3 

2.8 

14. 1 

83 

14.2 

80 

•  96 

8,115 

8 

1966 

2.55 

12.3 

2.9 

15.2 

89 

15.0 

84 

•  95 

8,993 

11 

1967 

2.56 

12.8 

3.7 

16.5 

97 

15.3 

86 

.88 

9,187 

2 

1968 

2.53 

12.6 

3.4 

16.0 

9k 

13.3 

75 

.79 

4/9,260 

1 

1969  V 

2.31 

10.3 

3.4 

13.7 

80 

14.3 

80 

1.00 

9,900 

7 

1970  5/ 

2.31 

10.1* 

3.4 

13.8 

8a 

15.1 

85 

1.05 

1/  From  1963  to  date,  costs  are  based  on  broiler  grower  feed  instead  of  the  broiler  growing  mash  which  has  been 
eliminated.  2/  Includes  an  adjustment  for  mortality.  3/  Hie  profitability  ratio  is  the  index  of  prices  received 
divided  by  the  index  of  feed  and  chick  costs.    4/  Preliminary.    5/  Forecast. 
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FIGURE  2 


Table    2. --Factors  related  to  change  in  annual  turkey  production,  1957-70 


Year 

Per  pound 

of  live  veight  turkey  in  preceding  year 

Live  weight  turkey 
production  in 
current  year 

Feed 
required 

Costs 

ll 

Price 

received 

Profit- 
ability 
ratio 

3/ 

Feed 

:  Poult  : 

;  ; 

Feed  and  poult 

Calcu-; Index  1957- 
lated  ;  59=100 

Re-  ; 
ported] 

Index  1957- 
59=100 

Re-  ; 
ported  [ 

Percentage 
change 
from  year 
earlier 

Lb. 

Ct. 

CjU 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Mil.  lb. 

Pet. 

1957 

U.70 

23.0 

k.k 

27.1* 

110 

27.2 

115 

1,356 

6 

1958 

U.53 

21.9 

U.2 

26.2 

105 

23.  ^ 

99 

.9* 

1,356 

0 

1959 

k.2k 

20.6 

u.o 

2H.5 

98 

23-9 

101 

1.02 

IM3 

6 

I960 

U.23 

20.  U 

3.8 

2U.2 

97 

23.9 

101 

1.0U 

1,1*89 

U 

1961 

5.05 

23.3 

3.9 

27.2 

109 

25.  h 

107 

.99 

1,871 

26 

1962 

5.06 

23.5 

3.9 

27.  U 

110 

18.9 

80 

.72 

1.626 

-13 

1963 

5.27 

2k.8 

3.7 

28.5 

llU 

21.6 

91 

.80 

1,686 

U 

196U 

U.86 

21.9 

3.6 

25.5 

102 

22.3 

9u 

.92 

1,826 

8 

1965 

i*.77 

21.2 

3.7 

2U.9 

100 

21.0 

89 

.89 

1,915 

5 

1966 

U.76 

21.2 

3.6 

2U.8 

99 

22.2 

9U 

■  9h 

2,123 

11 

1967 

H.53 

20.6 

3.7 

2U.3 

97 

23.1 

97 

1.00 

2,3^3 

11 

1968 

U.Ui 

20.1 

3.5 

23.6 

95 

19.7 

83 

.88 

2,011 

-Ik 

1969  v 

k.k9 

19.5 

3.U 

23.0 

92 

20.5 

86 

.9* 

2,005 

6/ 

1970  5/ 

k.k9 

20.0 

3-2 

23-2 

93 

21.3 

90 

.97 

1/  These  costs,  based  upon  reported  prices  paid  by  farmers  for  turkey  growing  mash  and  for  poults,  are  higher 
than  costs  that  would  be  incurred  by  a  highly  integrated  operator.    However,  year-to-year  changes  are  probably 
quite  representative  of  changes  in  the  turkey  industry  as  a  whole.    From  1963  to  date,  costs  are  based  upon 
poults  and  turkey  grower  "complete  feed",  "complete"  ration  feed  specified;  whereas,  prior  to  1968,  no  specifica- 
tions as  too  "completeness  were  made".     2/  Includes  an  adjustment  for  mortality.    3/  The  profitability  ratio  is 
the  index  of  prices  received  divided  by  €ne  index  of  feed  and  poult  costs,    kj  Preliminary.    5/  Forecast. 

6/  Loss  than  0.S  percent. 
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Table    5. — Egg-type  replacement  hatch,  by  quarters,  1956-70 


Year 

First 
Quarter 

Second 
auarter 

Third 
'  nuflrteT 

Fourth 

Year 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

1956  : 

136.4 

151.4 

22.3 

23-9 

334.0 

1957  : 

97.9 

123.8 

17.2 

20.4 

259-4 

1958  i 

:  10U.3 

142.8 

24.8 

26.4 

298.2 

1959  : 

107.5 

121.3 

20.6 

21.0 

270.5 

I960  ! 

66.6 

120.4 

25.9 

26.9 

239.8 

1961  i 

86.2 

111.7 

32.1 

32.9 

262.9 

1962  : 

73.7 

109.6 

34.0 

33.7 

251.0 

1963  1 

72.5 

109.3 

39-7 

35.9 

257.4 

1964  s 

7^.0 

107.0 

43.7 

39-5 

264.2 

1965  ! 

63.9 

94.5 

45.3 

4o.8 

244.5 

1966  : 

71.1 

106.0 

53.2 

54.4 

284.7 

1967  : 

:  76.1 

95.2 

52.3 

43.8 

267.4 

1968  ; 

62.9 

83.3 

55.8 

55.1 

257.2 

1969  : 

65.1 

83.9 

58.9 

56.6 

264.5 

1970 

Table    6. — Broiler  pullets  placed  for  hatchery  supply  flocks, 
by  quarters,  1956-1970 


Year  1/  : 

First 
quarter 

Second 
quarter 

Third 
\  quarter 

'      Fourth  * 
\  quarter 

Year 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

1956  : 

:  7.0 

8.1 

5.5 

5-6 

26.2 

1957  : 

:  6.4 

8.0 

5.0 

6.5 

25.9 

1958  ! 

:  7.0 

10.0 

7.9 

6.5 

31.4 

1959  : 

:  7.3 

8.8 

5.5 

5-3 

26.9 

i960  : 

:  6.1 

10.0 

6.6 

6.2 

28.9 

1961  : 

:  7.9 

10.0 

6.7 

5.2 

29.8 

1962  ! 

:  7.8 

7.8 

7.2 

6.1 

28.9 

1963 

:  6.9 

10.3 

6.9 

6.3 

30.4 

1964  : 

:  7.9 

8.2 

7.8 

6.6 

30.5 

1965  : 

!  8.3 

10.1 

7.6 

7.9 

33.9 

1966 

:  9-5 

11.6 

9-8 

8.8 

39-7 

1967 

:  9-2 

10.5 

8.4 

8.3 

36.5 

1968 

i  8.6 

10.3 

8.8 

9.3 

36.9 

1969  : 

:  9.3 

10.9 

9,0 

9.6 

38.9 

1970 

1/  Additional  coverage  beginning  in  1964  accounted  for  approximately  4  percent 
more  pullets  than  previous  years. 
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Table    7. — Pullet  chicks  placed  for  laying  flocks,  by  months, 
1964-68  average  and  1967-69  to  date  l/ 


Month 

;  1964-68 

i  average  2/  * 

1967  : 

1968 

:  1969 

:  1970 

:  Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

January 

!  19.6 

22.5 

19.2 

21.8 

36.0 

February 

i  23.3 

26.1 

22.1 

22.7 

March 

!  35.4 

36.7 

30.2 

29.9 

April 

:  41.7 

40.7 

34.8 

33.6 

May 

:  38.2 

37.4 

32.7 

33.9 

June  ! 

:  27.4 

27.6 

26.1 

27.4 

July  : 

:  20.1 

19.7 

21.4 

23.1 

August  : 

19.0 

20.7 

21.4 

22.1 

September  : 

19.4 

20.3 

21.9 

22.7 

October  ! 

19.6 

19.1 

23.1 

23.2 

November  j 

17.8 

16.8 

21.0 

20.6 

December  : 

:  17.5 

16.2 

20.1 

22.4 

Total  j 

299.1 

303.9 

294.1 

303.4 

1/  One-half  egg-type  chick  hatched  plus  pullet  chicks  placed  domestically 
for  broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks  by  leading  breeders. 


2/  1963  excludes  placements  by  a  few  broiler  breeders  which  were  covered 
for  the  first  time  in  1964. 
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Table  10.—  U.S.  egg  imports  1967,  1968  and  1969 


Item  and  country  of  origin 

:        1967  : 

1968  : 

1969 

:  Dozen 

Dozen 

Dozen 

Chicken  shell  eggs 

Canada 

:  368,528 

355,416 

458,749 

Mexico 

:   



2,850 

Belgium 

:  l6,44o 

— 



Denmark 

:  31,800 

83 

213,930 

Netherlands 

:  51,171 

120 

474,900 

Sweden 

:  75,000 

United  Kingdom 

:  60 

84  000 

Iran 

:.  12,600 



Israel 

:  8,880 

1,889,220 



Taiwan 

!   

500 



Other 

:  1/1,125 

2/9,000 

2/72,000 

Total 

:  565,604 

2,554,339 

1.^06.429 

:  Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Dried  whole  egg  yolk  and  albumen 

Canada 

■   

750 

32,9^5 

Argentina 

!                   — — 





Denmark 

v  523,702 

398,800 

1,014,030 

West  Germany 

52,764 

38,016 

89,800 

Netherlands 

:       368, 1U2 

374,681 

Poland 

44,000 

Sweden  : 

:  96,250 

48,840 

223,164 

United  Kingdom 

:  60,000 

160,696 

294,704 

Other 

:  3/8,000 

— 

— 

Total 

•  1,108,858 

1,065,783 

2.442.462 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Liquid  or  frozen  whole  eggs  yolk 

and  albumen  j 

Denmark  : 

28,578 

— 

146,696 

Poland  : 

United  Kingdom  : 

22,400 

65,760 

213, 040 

Australia  : 

Taiwan  ! 

3,874 

19,962 

11,863 

Japan  : 

4,109 

4,461 

13,055 

Other  : 

4/165 

4/145 

Total  : 

58,961 

90,34b 

1/  Brazil-570;  West  Germany-495;  France-60. 
2/  Venezuela 
3/  Japan 
4/  France 

5/  Spain  -  18  - 
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Table  11. — Export  payments  on  chicken  to  Switzerland  and  Greece,  1968-70 


Price  range  ! 

:         Amount  purchased 

:       paid  per  pound 

Cost  of  purchase 

Month  i 

•    Highest  :  Lowest 

and 

Neck  and  giblets 

year  ! 

;  Monthly 

;  Cumulative 

;  Monthlyj 

Cumulative 

With      :  Without 

• 

-  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

pounds 

pounds 

Cents 

pounds 

pounds 

19oO  ! 

May  : 

480 

480 

16. 50-17. 50 

81.6 

81.6 

June  ! 

!  2,040 

2,520 

16 . 50-18 . 00 

356.2 

437.7 

July  : 

446 

2,746 

i7.OO-l8.OO 

76.1 

476.5 

August  : 

'  2,260 

5,006 

16. 50-18. 00 

386.6 

863.1 

September  ! 

64i 

5,647 

l6.5O-i7.5O 

106.8 

969.8 

October  : 

1      ,  S  Q 

:  1,168 

6,815 

13. 50-14. 75 

164.2 

1,13^.1 

November 

:  575 

7,390 

14.25-14. 75 

84.3 

1,218.4 

December  ; 

878 

8,268 

15.50-10. n 

144.4 

1,362.8 

I909  ! 

January  i 

2,057 

10,325 

336.1 

1,698.9 

March  ; 

630 

10,955 

lo. pO-17. 90 

111.0 

1,810.0 

April  : 

1,569 

12 , 52U 

15.75-17.90 

266.9 

2,076.0 

May 

•  3,029 

15,553 

534.9 

2,610.9 

June  i 

T  /AO 
'  1,698 

17,251 

lo. 75-1°. 00 

296.4 

2,907.2 

July  j 

1,913 

19,164 

17.00-18.00 

336.6 

3,243.8 

August  j 

608 

19,772 

lo.25-lo.00 

106.0 

3,369.8 

September  : 

20,517 

17.00-18.00 

131.5 

3,486.3 

October  : 

462 

20,979 

16.50-17.75 

79.7 

3,561.0 

November  : 

352 

21,331 

15.00-17.50 

58.6 

3,619.6 

December 

!  Off 

eLd. ,  \JUy 

13.30-16.45 

1U1 .  U 

5y  (20. O 

1970  ! 

January  : 

'  1/645 

22,650 

11. 75-15.40 

87.4 

3,781.4 

1/  January  21,  1970  was  the  first  time  payment  on  the  exportation  of  222,000 
pounds  of  broilers  to  Greece  at  a  cost  of  $26,640.    On  January  28,  1970,  76,000 
pounds  were  exported  at  a  cost  of  $9,360.    Total  to  date  298,000  pounds  ex- 
ported, at  a  cost  of  $36,000. 


-  19  - 


PES-260 


FEBRUARY  1970 


Table  12. — Changes  from  the  preceding  year  in  selected  broiler 
industry  statistics,  1962  to  date  1/ 


Year 

Jan. 

;  Feb. 

Mar. 

\  Apr. 

)  May 

June 

1  July 

;  Aug.  ; 

Sept.  ; 

Nov. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pullet  chicks  placed  for  broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks 

7-lH  months  earl 

ier 

1962  : 

13 

11 

9 

7 

2 

-3 

-6 

-6 

-6 

-7 

-9 

-11 

1963 

-12 

-11 

-10 

-8 

-6 

-3 

-1 

2 

7 

8 

9 

8 

196 1* 

8 

7 

6 

7 

8 

9 

8 

5 

3 

1 

_5 

1965  : 

-6 

-5 

-5 

-6 

-7 

-6 

-3 

2 

It 

5 

7 

10 

1966 

12 

11 

10 

9 

9 

10 

10 

10 

10 

11 

12 

lit 

16 

17 

18 

18 

20 

20 

20 

20 

17 

10 

6 

-0 

1968  : 

-It 

-7 

-8 

-10 

-12 

-11 

-10 

-13 

-19 

-8 

-6 

-5 

1969 

-3 

-3 

-2 

-1 

1 

3 

1+ 

7 

8 

8 

6 

10 

1970 

3 

8 

9 

8 

7 

6 

6 

6 

Broiler  chick  placements 

in  22 

or  23  States  advanced 

2  months 

to  expected  marketing  month 

1962 

0 

3 

2 

2 

-1 

0 

-2 

-1 

-1 

3 

12 

19 

1963 

18 

10 

U 

-1 

0 

2 

6 

7 

5 

2 

0 

1 

196k 

k 

6 

6 

5 

3 

1 

-1 

1 

it 

5 

5 

It 

1965 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

7 

9 

11 

11 

13 

13 

lit 

1966  ! 

13 

11+ 

lU 

12 

10 

9 

9 

8 

8 

10 

11 

11 

1967 

8 

3 

2 

3 

U 

2 

0 

-1 

1 

-1 

-3 

-It 

1968 

-3 

-0 

1 

-2 

-3 

-1 

1 

1 

0 

2 

it 

6 

1969 

k 

5 

6 

8 

8 

8 

7 

7 

9 

11 

9 

11 

1970 

13 

13 

Broiler  prices  received 

by  U.S. 

producers 

1962 

-3 

-3 

-3 

-1 

U 

11 

18 

27 

29 

26 

12 

0 

1963 

-7 

-6 

-2 

2 

3 

1 

-3 

-8 

-9 

-6 

-3 

-3 

1961+ 

_7 

-7 

-10 

-9 

-7 

-3 

0 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1965 

k 

6 

8 

10 

11 

10 

7 

2 

0 

0 

2 

7 

1966 

q 

10 

8 

6 

5 

5 

3 

3 

-1 

-U 

-10 

jo 

1967 

-13 

-13 

-12 

-17 

-16 

-15 

-lit 

-lit 

-13 

-12 

-8 

-7 

1968 

-h 

-2 

0 

5 

•  8 

10 

11 

12 

10 

10 

10 

11 

1969 

7 

5 

k 

3 

3 

£ 

8 

12 

13 

11 

7 

3 

1970 

Prices  paid  to 

commercial  hatcheries 

for  broiler-type  chicks  2/ 

1962 

-22 

-20 

-19 

-16 

-11 

-5 

It 

15 

23 

25 

20 

15 

1963 

11 

10 

12 

1U 

13 

6 

0 

-6 

-8 

-8 

-8 

-9 

196U 

-11 

-13 

-lU 

-13 

-10 

-5 

-It 

-3 

-It 

_i+ 

-1 

it 

1965 

10 

15 

15 

21 

19 

16 

11 

6 

0 

-3 

-5 

-3 

1966 

_1 

0 

1 

2 

5 

7 

8 

9 

9 

6 

1 

-5 

y 

1967 

-7 

-16 

-19 

-22 

-22 

-21 

-21 

-23 

-2k 

-21 

-17 

-11 

1968 

-6 

3 

10 

15 

17 

15 

15 

17 

21 

21 

21 

19 

1969 

17 

12 

5 

It 

-1 

-2 

1 

k 

5 

6 

6 

5 

1970 

Prices 

paid  to 

Georgia 

producers  for 

hatching 

eggs 

1962 

:  -22 

-22 

-2k 

-22 

-1U 

-3 

9 

2k 

33 

3** 

28 

23 

1963 

21 

2k 

31 

35 

29 

15 

5 

-1 

-1 

-1 

-3 

Q 

-0 

1961+ 

:  -Ik 

-18 

-18 

-17 

-13 

-8 

-12 

-11 

-11 

-it 

-1 

U 

1965 

:  9 

13 

1L; 

16 

lit 

10 

6 

2 

-2 

-3 

-3 

-1 

1966 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

5 

5 

7 

7 

5 

0 

-It 

1967 

:  -8 

-11 

-12 

-13 

-13 

-13 

-13 

-lU 

-15 

-13 

-10 

-7 

1968 

'  -3 

2 

6 

8 

9 

8 

9 

11 

13 

lit 

lit 

13 

1969 

11 

8 

6 

2 

-2 

-3 

-2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1970  :  

1/  Fluctuations  in  monthly  data  reduced  by  the  use  of  3-month  moving  averages.  2/  U.S.  average  prices 
1962  through  November  I96U  and  Georgia  price  thereafter. 
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Table  13. --Prices  of  poultry  feeds,  feed  ingredients,  chicks  and  poults,  1950-69 


Year 

Index  of 
prices  paid 
by  farmers 
!              for  feed 

;  (1957-59=100) 

Price  per  hundredweight  or  ton  1/ 

Laying 
feed 

Broiler 
grower 
feed  ; 

Turkey 
grower 
feed 

Dollsrs 

Dollars 

Dollars 

1950 

:  105 

fc.53 

l*.92 

U.91 

1951 

:  118 

h  O/; 

J  .  JO 

s  ^3 

1952 

126 

5.27 

5.65 

5.61 

1953 

!  llU 

4.88 

5.26 

5.25 

1951* 

113 

U.90 

5.31 

5.30 

1955 

106 

U.58 

5.00 

5.00 

1956 

103 

U.U8 

U.95 

U.90 

1957 

101 

U.U2 

U.89 

U.8U 

1958 

99 

k.kk 

U.97 

U.85 

1959 

100 

k.kk 

U.8U 

U.81 

i960 

98 

U.31 

U.62 

U.62 

1961 

98 

U.6U 

H.OP 

1962 

100 

U.38 

k'.Sl 

U.71 

1963 

10U 

81*. 6 

91.0 

90.0 

196U 

103 

83.7 

91.0 

89.O 

1965 

10U 

83.2 

91.0 

89.O 

1966 

109 

85.9 

9U.0 

91.0 

1967 

106 

86.2 

93.0 

91.0 

1968 

102 

80.0 

89.O 

87.2 

1969 

103 

80.0 

90.0 

89.I 

Price  per  hundredweight 

at  wholesale 

Price  per  hundred 

Chicks 

All 
poults 

Corn 

£/ 

Soybean  meal 
(UU  percent 
protein) 

3/ 

Broiler-type, 
Georgia 

Egg-type 
pullets , 
seasonal 
average  kj 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Cents 

Dollars 

1950 

2 

6U 

3 

21 

27 

7 

7k 

20 

1951 

3 

20 

3 

Uo 

29 

1 

69 

80 

1952 

3 

16 

It 

19 

30 

2 

66 

71 

1953 

2 

79 

3 

21 

16 

69 

31 

6 

66 

30 

195U 

2 

81 

3 

99 

lU 

33 

33 

1 

62 

01 

1955 

2 

kj 

2 

8U 

Ik 

99 

33 

3 

61 

77 

1956 

2 

53 

2 

56 

13 

6U 

35 

5 

63 

77 

1957 

2 

27 

2 

35 

11 

lU 

36 

0 

61 

08 

1958 

2 

19 

2 

80 

12 

57 

37 

6 

59 

39 

1959 

2 

lU 

2 

82 

8 

58 

37 

l* 

56 

52 

i960 

2 

03 

2 

66 

11 

U9 

37 

U 

59 

08 

1961 

1 

98 

3 

16 

9 

27 

37 

7 

58 

.32 

1962 

1 

98 

3 

32 

9 

38 

37 

1 

56 

M 

1963 

2 

21 

3 

62 

9 

72 

W 

3 

56 

23 

196U 

2 

19 

3 

U6 

8 

83 

hi 

8 

57 

.18 

1965 

2 

28 

3 

57 

9 

56 

170 

0 

56 

78 

1966 

2 

ho 

k 

19 

9 

90 

168 

0 

57 

.00 

1967 

2 

27 

3 

82 

7 

99 

167 

0 

55 

.68 

1968 

!  1 

98 

3 

87 

9 

16 

167 

0 

5k 

51 

1969 

2 

.16 

3 

73 

9 

61 

168 

0 

5U 

.72 

1/  Beginning  January  1968  "complete"  ration  feed  Specified  which  is  fed  without  further  mixing  or  supple- 
mentation is  quoted.    Prior  to  January  1968  the  quotations  usually  reflected  the  higher  price*  by  higher  protein 
feeds  requiring  supplementation.    Prices  were  revised  back  to  1963  on  tonnage  whereas  quantities  before  1963  were 
reported  in  pounds. 

2/  Ho.  3  yellow,  Chicago. 

5/  BuUk,  Decatur. 

kj  All  sexed  pullets,  1950  through  1961.  thereafter  though  196U  incross  bred  sexed  pullets,  started  pullets 
from  1965. 

5/  Average  price  paid  by  farmers  for  started  pullets. 
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Table  16. — Poults  hatched  per  breeder  hen  on  hand  January  1,  September-February, 
March-August  and  September-August,  1954  to  date 


Year  : 

Turkey 
breeder 

hens 
on  farms 
January  1 

Poults  hatched 

Total 

:  Per  breeder  hen  on  hand  January  1 

'  6  months 
through 
February 

6  months 
through 
j  August 

12  months 
through 
August 

6  months  ' 
)  through 
|  February 

6  months 
through 
August 

|  12  months 

through 
[  August  1/ 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Tnousands 

Tnousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Tnousands 

1954  : 

3,095 

11,357 

60,183 

71,5^0 

3.7 

19.4 

23.1 

1955  ! 

3,012 

11,303 

58,053 

69,356 

3.8 

19.3 

23.0 

1956  • 

3,181 

12,529 

70,423 

82,952 

3.9 

22.1 

26.1 

1957  : 

3,605 

16,960 

71,490 

88,450 

4.7 

19.8 

24.5 

195£ 

3,336 

13,138 

71,310 

84,448 

3.9 

21.4 

25-3 

195S 

3,662 

16,872 

74,377 

91,249 

4.6 

20.3 

24.9 

196C  ! 

3,327 

18,598 

73,066 

91,664 

5.6 

22.0 

27.6 

1961 

4,316 

27,372 

91,300 

118,672 

6.3 

21.2 

27.5 

1962 

3,823 

17,730 

83,2Uo 

100,970 

4.6 

21.8 

26.4 

1963 

'  3,777 

17,175 

84,539 

101,714 

4.5 

22.4 

26.9 

196k 

I  3,636 

19,056 

89,690 

108,746 

5.2 

24.7 

29.9 

1965 

i  3,555 

18,793 

95,853 

114,646 

5-3 

27.0 

32.2 

1966 

:  3,920 

25,448 

102,022 

127,470 

6.5 

26.0 

32.5 

1967 

:  4,i48 

34,422 

104,973 

139,395 

8.3 

25-3 

33.6 

1968 

j  3,392 

90,999 

116,133 

7.4 

26.8 

34.2 

1969 

i  3,290 

25,46l 

902l42 

115,603 

7.7 

27.4 

35.1 

1/  Detail  may  not  add  exactly  due  to  rounding. 
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Table  17. — Turkeys  raited  in  1969,  by  breed  type  and  Farmers 1  lntentione  for  1970,  by  Statea 


1969 

1970 

Total 

State 

turkeys 

Heavy 
breeds 

]  Light 
breeds 

:  Total 

Heavy 
breeds 

Light 
breeds 

Total 

1970  as 
<  of  1969 

Percent 

Maine 

:  12 

2 

14 

13 

2 

15 

107 

Rev  Hampshire 

!  28 

3 

31 

26 

3 

29 

94 

Ver«ont 

8 

0 

8 

8 

1 

9 

112 

Massachusetts 

!  223 

20 

243 

230 

21 

251 

103 

Rhode  Island 

12 

0 

12 

10 

0 

10 

83 

Connecticut 

!  10k 

7 

111 

99 

7 

106 

95 

New  York 

358 

5* 

4i2 

344 

57 

401 

97 

Rev  Jersey 

104 

7 

ill 

105 

7 

112 

101 

Pennsylvania 

1,678 

250 

1,928 

1,704 

250 

1,954 

101 

North  Atlantic 

2,527 

343 

2,870 

2,539 

358 

2.887 

101 

Ohio 

3,429 

498 

3,927 

3,395 

702 

4,097 

104 

Indiana 

3,515 

107 

3,622 

3,304 

218 

3,522 

97 

Illinois 

658 

14 

672 

711 

32 

743 

111 

Michigan 

825 

62 

887 

800 

60 

860 

97 

East  North  Central 

8,427 

661 

9,108 

8,210 

1,012 

9,222 

101 

Minnesota  &  Wisconsin 

13, 844 

5,873 

19,717 

15,216 

5,060 

20,276 

103 

Iowa 

5,730 

48 

5,778 

5,959 

50 

6,009 

104 

Missouri 

7,934 

54 

7,988 

7,934 

150 

8,084 

101 

North  Dakota 

764 

135 

899 

902 

185 

1,087 

121 

South  Dakota 

450 

644 

1,094 

427 

686 

1,103 

102 

Nebraska 

701 

10 

711 

816 

15 

831 

117 

Kansas 

357 

3 

360 

361 

3 

364 

101 

West  North  Central 

29,780 

6,767 

36,547 

31,615 

6,149 

37,7^4 

103 

Delaware 

21 

129 

0 

150 

16 

110 

126 

84 

Maryland 

88 

7 

95 

62 

5 

67 

71 

Virginia 

3,381 

804 

M85 

3,754 

849 

4,603 

110 

West  Virginia 

455 

222 

677 

478 

222 

700 

103 

North  Carolina 

8,101 

1,318 

9,419 

8,506 

1,582 

10,088 

107 

South  Carolina 

2,540 

0 

2,5*0 

2,540 

0 

2,540 

100 

Georgia 

1,631 

4 

1,635 

1,717 

0 

1,717 

105 

South  Atlantic 

16,217 

2,484 

18,701 

17,073 

2,768 

19,841 

106 

Kentucky 

58 

0 

58 

23 

0 

23 

40 

Tennessee 

15 

0 

15 

10 

0 

10 

67 

Alabama 

627 

13 

640 

13 

14 

27 

4 

Mississippi 

40 

1 

41 

34 

1 

35 

85 

Arkansas 

1/ 

V 

6,661 

^4 

1/ 

6,925 

104 

Louisiana 

6 

0 

6 

0 

4 

67 

Oklahoma 

1/ 

1/ 

1,3*0 

u 

1/ 

1,5*4 

115 

Texas 

6,963 

62 

7,025 

8,007 

130 

8,137 

116 

South  Central 

7,709 

76 

15,786 

B,091 

1*5 

16,705 

106 

Colorado 

2,439 

3 

2,442 

2,63* 

3 

2,637 

108 

Utah 

Nevada 

Washington 

3,208 

1 

3,209 

3,400 

1 

3,*01 

106 

390 

184 

574 

402 

167 

569 

99 

Oregon 

,  ^ 

1/ 

1,812 

1/ 

y 

1,978 

109 

California 

14, 906 

226 

15,132 

16,248 

271 

16,519 

109 

West 

20,943 

4l4 

23,169 

22,684 

442 

25,104 

108 

Other  States  2/ 

97 

138 

235 

97 

149 

246 

105 

United  States 

95,091 

11,325 

106,416 

100,283 

11,487 

11,770 

105 

1/  Not  published  to  avoid  disclosing  individual  operations. 

2/  Includes  Montana,  Idaho,  Wyoming,  New  Mexico,  Florida  and  Arizona.  Estimates  are  combined  to  avoid  disclosing 
individual  operations. 
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Table  19.- -United  States  poultry  meat  exports  to  selected  area,  1962-69 


Fresh  or 

frozen 

I     Total  ; 
canned 
poultry  \ 

Fresh  or 

Year  and 
area 

Young 
chickens 

Total 
chicken 
and  capons 

Turkey 

Total 
poultry 

frozen  and 
canned 

poultry  3/ 

1.000  ib. 

■UQOO  lb. 

1.000  lb. 

1.000  lb. 

1.000  lb. 

1.000  lb, 

1062  : 
West  Germany  : 
Total  Common  Market  : 
Other  countries  : 
All  countries  : 

93,290 
112,897 
59,679 
172,576 

122,166 
11+6,270 
7^,920 
221,190 

25,117 
28,903 
7,950 
36,853 

148,872 
177,028 
86, 19b 
263,222 

3,449 
3,526 
4,270 
7,796 

152,321 
180,554 
90,464 
271,018 

196^ 

West  Germany  : 
Total  Common  Market  : 
Other  countries  : 
All  countries  : 

29,100 

1+0,578 
71,695 
112,273 

1+6,1+01 
60,774 
93,582 
154,356 

19,276 
21+.192 
6,697 
30,889 

66,470 
85,937 
10U.639 
190,576 

8,1+01 
8,6&8 
9,603 
18,261 

74,871 
9^,595 
lll+,2l+2 
208,837 

196U 

West  Germany 

Total  Common  Market  : 
Other  countries  : 
All  countries  : 

35,875 
1+2,854 
67,813 
110,667 

59,100 
71,015 
88,093 
159,108 

23,130 
30,601 
12,632 

U3,233 

83,582 
103,512 
105,01+9 
208,561 

15,741 
16,119 
6,526 
22,645 

99,323 
119,631 
111,575 
231,206 

1065 

West  Germany 
Total  Common  Market 
Other  countries 
All  countries 

20,752 
26,992 
60,920 
8"  912 

31,253 
1+0,519 

70,600 
111,120 

37,461+ 
^9,833 
8,666 
58,1+99 

71,814 
95, M5 
85,3^1 
180,756 

13,870 
14, 361 
5,421+ 
19,785 

85,684 
109,776 

90,765 
200,541 

1966 

West  Germany 

Total  Common  Market 

Other  countries 

All  countries  : 

21,1+09 
26,136 
6l+,  864 
91,000 

25,685 
31,323 
72,308 
103,631 

30,795 
38,36U 
8,586 
46,950 

58,923 
73,209 
87,21+3 
160,452 

9,938 
10,365 

5,316 
15,680 

68,861 
83,572 
92,561 
176,133 

1967 

West  Germany 

Total  Common  Market 

Other  countries 
All  countries 

11,508 
13,481 
66,052 
79,533 

11,568 
13,647 
68,076 
81,723 

30,417 
37,985 
10,898 
48,883 

46,072 
57,035 
85,901 
142,936 

9,830 
9,864 
5,506 
15,370 

55,902 
66,899 
91^07 
158,306 

1968 

West  Germany 
Total  Common  Market 
Other  countries 
All  cpunt,ries 

5,336 
6,0U3 

79,983 
1  86,026 

5,336 
6,081 
82,890 
88,971 

2l+,946 
29,773 
11,855 
1+1,273 

34,287 
1+0,809 
102,950 
11+3,1+03 

i+, 927 
5,095 
6,1+66 
11^56^ 

39,214 
1*5, 90U 
104,250 
154,964 

I969 

West  Germany 
Total  Ccwmon  Market 
Other  countries 
All  countries 

:  3,194 
:  3,093 
:  80,858 
:  83,951 

3,194 
3,093 
82,468 
85,561 

20,922 
26,41+0 
10,157 
36,597 

698 
1,123 
4,166 
5,289 

1/  Prior  to  1965  broilers  and  fryers. 


2/  Includes  other  poultry  and  game  and  poultry  liver,  but  excludes  "poultry  specialties"  which  totaled 

1,503,000  pounds  in  1965,  2,996,000  pounds  in  1966,  2,031,000  pounds  in  1967  and  1,958,000  LBS.  in  1968 
and  2,77l+,000  LBS.  in  1969. 

3/  Product  weight. 
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